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The Temple of Tanginath

The ruins of the tanginath temple are on the top of'a small hillock in
the Manjhgaon, a village in the extreme western portion of Chainpur
Thana in the district of Gumla. This hillock is commonly known as
Tanginath hillock (Pahar) after the god Tanginath. Who is wishrined in
one of the temples on it.

The Tanginath temple is located at the distance of 75 Kms. North-
west Gumla, the district headquater. The distance of the temple is 9 Kms
from the Dumri block. The hill is surrounded in the east by Manjhgaon,
Luchutapat. in the west Liria Chua, Kamidara and in the North and
Mahuadih in the south.

A metal road turn west after 2 Kms. from the district head quater. It
goes to Nava-Toli via Raydih, Manjha-Toli and Chainpur. One can
approach Manjhagaon from Navatoli by tuming north-west this road.
The visitors can reach Tanginath from Manjhgaon turning west via this
road. The distance of the temple site from Manjhagaon Moris4 Kms. The
distance of the temple site from Navatoli is at about 10 Kms.

From halfway,up the hill. one can see bricks scattered about here and
there and on the top the ruins of a small temple, the walls of brick temples.
mounds of bricks, a large number of stone images, portio colums ete. lying
about and large iron Trisua (trident) fixed in the ground. This last is the most
prominent object in the group and consist of octagonal rod of iron. 11 inches
i perimeter, projecting 22 inches above the ground at an angle of about 60
degrees to the horizon, swrounded by a knob and over it a trident which now
measures 22 inches in height. The end of this trident have ceidently been
lessen off but lying off the ground close by, are blades of iron, which fit with
the broken ends and these are said to have formed the three prongs. The one
which is said to have been the central is shaped like a very much elongated
leaf, 6'9" feet 5 inches long and 11% inches wide where broadest. The other
two are shaped very much like sword, the blade measuring 5 feet 9 inches
long by 7 inches wide where broadest. One of these is intact, the other has
got broken into two portions. The total height above ground of the trident,
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when intact, must have been about 11 feet The depth to which the rod is
embeded in the ground is not exactly known but the villages assert that
they had dug down to defth of 6 feet and found the rod sticking deeper
down. If what they say is true. the total height of the trident must have
been at least 17 feet. There are joints at the places and so the trimla
consisted of three portions welded together. one (the lowest portion,
part of which is embeded in the ground) at least 8 feet, There are joints
at the places. The most remarkable thing about the trimla is that, although
is has stood for ages in the open air, there is no traces of any rust on it like
the Iron pillar of Mahaorauli (near Qutub Minar. Delhi}). The Meharauli
pillar belonges to the Gupta period. (5th- 6" Century AD) is now the trimla
is broken into preus.

The dimension of the temple is small. keeping in mind the gigantic
trident. The inner court of the stone temple meaasures only 6 feet 1%
inches and the passage between the inner and out gate 1s only 3 feet 10
inches by 2 feet. The outer gateway has an in step 8 inches high, and
makes above it 4 feet by 1 feet 5 inches high, The roof. except the two gate
ways and of the passage berween has collapsed and the walls, of the inner
portion (the temple itself stand to the height of 6 feet 7 inches only). There
had been evidently some super structure on the top of the gateways and
the passage, but that has also come down, The ground plan is shown in
figure - 1 the gatewayvs are composed of rectangular pillars of reddish
brown sand stone supporting the large slabs of the same material. The
walls are built of blocks of sand stone which also were probably originally
ofthe same time as the gatewavs but have now been discoloured with age.
There are varvings of wreaths, leavhes, human fgures and small
buildings with numerous windows and arches, on the gate ways as well as
on the outer face of the walls but those on the latter have mostly become
indistinct. In the lower portion of each of the two pillars of the outer gate
way is carved, in a inch measuring 1 feet 9'2 Inches by 11'% Inches, a
fewable figure 16 inches high with one arm bent across the chest and
holding something like a small jar, in the upper portion are carned two
vertical wreaths, the inner one sink about 2% inches below the other and
supported by a bird very much like a goose. The slab also forming the roof
of the gateway, has carried on 15 outer face wreaths corresponding to
those on the pillars; the lower one, which corresponds to the inmer wreath
of the pillar has in the middle a small figure of Ganesa. The carvings on
the inner gateway are male figures 2 feet 7 inches high, each with four
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each with four hands, Thev wear garlands placed like a sacred thread of
Brahmanas; the garland of the one of the left hand side is composed of
nine human heads, The slab on the top of this gateway is cut as in figures
but has no carvings on it. There are in the inner court two Sivalingas,
evidently placed there long after the temple was built, these are
surrounded by broken portions of pedestals of columns.

The general appearance of the temple, as it looked, when intact, must
be left to conjuncture, Judging from the portion that is still standing, one 15
inclined to believes that it was similar to that of temples at Para in the
district of Purulia { West Bengal), It 1s a smaller version of the same style
in which the great temple of Bhubaneswar 1s built,

The ruins of a bricks temple of comparatively late period, havingbeen
built by Raja Ram Singh of Jaspur, as a mark of gratitude to the God
Tanginath, Which favoured him with child. It is said, however, That the
bricks were taken from the remnants of a large brick temple which once
stood there. The God Tanginath, enshrined in the brick temple. consists of
several pieces of black stone, fixed in the ground in the centre of the brick
temple in the form of a linga.

Supported against one of the walls of this temple is a stone slab, 3 feet
2 inches high, with a male figure 2 feet 4 inches in height, with four hands
carried on it. Two of the arms are bent, and the closed fist hold, one small
Gada (mace). the other are Padma (Lotus) pointing upwards: the other
two hands are hanging down, without starched palms touching the heads
of the two small figures entwined by snakes - left one also holds a counch.
There are two snakes on the body of the principal figure itself. One of the
head is what looks like Jatamukuta (tall cap of heir) and the ears
ornaments are long ornaments hanging down to the shoulder: the face has
perfectly peaceful expression. At the corner of the top are two small
figures. holding between them an arch (chatra) over the hand of the
principal figure who can be indentifid as Vishnu,

Beside the ruin of temple, there are good number of images, portions
of columns, animal figures, a number of siva lingas and other object lving
scattered outside the temple and the ruins of brick temple buned
underneath at a distance of about 110 feet north of massive trisula.
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Most of the images bear considerable resemblance to the one inside
the brick temple already described, the most important among them are
the following

There is a representations of a four armed Bhairava, He holds Damaru
adn swords in his right hand and khappar and munda mala in his left hands
with a jatamukta on his head. The imageis 2' 714" X 9",

The Siva is represented with trisula in his right hand and left hand 1sin
the Abhaya Mudra. He is wearings necklace and kundala. The above
noted images have been carnied in a block of stone of 2" 712 "X 84", A
Sivalinga is placed inside the templ. Its length is 1" 812" and its diameter is
1'9", Itis made of stone.

The entrance of the temple is quite interesting and beautiful. The
flowers, Navagrahas, Ganes, Ganga, Yamuna have been artistically
carved. Theimage of the Lord Ganesh has been beautifully made of . The
peacock has been carved artistically. The peacock is touching its tale by
the peak, The image of two ladies have been carved on cach side of the
door jamb. They are holding kalasa in their hands the length and breadth
of the images are respectively 1' 814" and 8", These are the images of
Ganga and Yamuna.

The images of Varahi, Vishnu, Surya, Goddesses, Elephant and Vyvala
are located north of the temple. The image of Vishnu is 2 feet high and 1
feet 2 inch wide. He is standing on the lotus pedestal. The image of Surya
Is quite interesting. He is sitting on the chariots with seven horses, His
chariotier Aruna is driving the chariot. The Surya is holding lotus flowers
in each hands, The height of the image is 2 feet and 2'% inches and its
widthis | feetand 14 inches.

The image of Gaja and Vvala is guite interesting. The figure of lion has
been carved above and the figure elephant has been carved below. The
height of image 2 feet 6% mnches and s width is 10 inches.

The bricks built kunda is located north of the trisula site. Its lenght,
width and depth is a follows- 5.00 m. X 4.10 m. X 1.50 m. The flight of
steps of the stone blocks have been provided on the west side of the kunda.
The inlet of the kunda is located on the south side. The size of the bricks
are | feet 114" X 812" X 2% ", The kunda has been made to store the waste
water of the temple,
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A modem brick temple is located on the west side, Its existence is on
the west side. Two images of Mahisasur mardani have been placed inside
the temple. Beside the images of the goddess Durga, four damaged
images have been placed inside the temple.

Two couples. each consisting of a male and female embracing each
other; the male in either has four hands, the female has two.

All these figures have exceedingly slender waists, tall chignons (or
head dress) long ear ornaments hanging down to the shoulders and
perfectly peaceful expressions. Many of them wear necklaces and some
wear also garlands which are in vanably placed like sacred thread (Janeu)
around waist 15 generally band from the middle of which hangs a koupin
(narrow waist cloth) between the legs and the band is most cases
surmounted by what looks like a snake coiled round the body.

The female figures are of the same physiognomy and with similar
headdresses as the figures described above but they are depicted like the
goddess Durga. They all have eight arms; her one foot the left is small and
other rests on an Asura (demon-Mahisasur) which is being fiercely
attacked by an animal {probably a lion), or on the back of the attacking
lion. One hand of the goddess holds the Asura by hair, one hand holds a
bow, another a sword. a fourth a lance and two more hands hold things
indistinet quits.

There is no tradition how and when the temples were built or the
images carved, The Pujaris or Baiyas, as they are called, belong to Ahir
Paik caste (5.C. Ray JBORS-1, 1915). Ray further said that some of them
have distinetly aboriginal feature and have exidently aboriginol blood in
their veins, They tell the following story as to how they have come to the
Pujaris of the God. Two brothers Surat Manjhi and Murat Manjhi lived in
a village Agorband in the former Surguja State, employed in soms
capacity in the Raj. For some unknown reason the Raja got annoved with
Surat and Murat and putting them in chains, buried them in pits. The God
Tanginath took pity on them and appearing before them in dream, gave
them a cucumber to eat. Inside the cucumber they found a knife with
which they managed to cut open the chains and came out of the pit. The
god then directed the brothers to follow a deer into whose body they
entered. The deer took them to Borwadi in the paragans Borwe and
stopped their for the night. Next morning the deer renumed
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its journey and took the brothers to Katitola Nawadih, a few miles south
of Manjhgaon, There the brothers lived for some time. Some time later
Tanginath again appeared and asked them to move to Manghgaon where
He said his habitation was. Surat declined but Murat obeyed the god's
bidding and coming manjhgaon, discovered the temples on the hills.
Since then he and his descendants have been the baigas or the priests of

the God.

The ground plan of the stone temple-and the plan of the top of its inner
gateway have been copied from J BORS (1915).

On the stylistic ground the temple has been dated to the 6 century
A.D. by Prof. B. P. Sinha, 2000, Directory of Bihar Archeology). Prof.
Dilip Chakrabarti of Cambridge University land on belives that the
temple of Tanginath may be placed between the 9" - 10" Century A D, D.
R. Das believes that the temple may be ascribed to the 9" -10" century
A.D. on account of its Purobhaga displaying Pattika elapsed between two
khura shaped moulding. several temples of stone and bricks existed at the

site,

All the above mentioned evidences suggest that the temple building
activities begin during the 6th-7th century AD and its continued upto the
Oth - 10th century A.D. The evidences further suggest that the temples
belong to the Brahmanical faith. Both sandstone and bricks were used for
building temples at the site. The stone temple are dry structure, while mad
mortar has been used for building brick temples. The temples belong to
the Rekha order of Orissan slipa texts. Though in appearance the stone
temple resemble of Orissa but it has got its own metrology of planning
and buliding temples in different part of the Jharkhand state.

The above matenals further goes to suggest that the site of Tanginath
15 archaeologically very rich not only in the state of Jharkhand but also in
in whole country. The Department of Art, Culture, Sports and Youth
Affairs, (Archaeology Sector) is going to conserve and beautify the site.
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